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D Guo-guangs Poems Translated from the Chinese by 2 liam Mers

Mermaid SEA B

I am not a fish

but a young girl taking refuge in the sea

who lives in her own sorrowful songs

and will die for a dream

at night when the seals and the albatross are asleep
I rise to the surface

and sit alone

on rocks that are silent as crocodiles

I sing till dawn

letting my wet long hair flutter in the wind

letting the cold moonlight slide down my naked body
to become salt and snow

I sing, in the boundless dark night

a spark flies

I sing

and wait for the melting of the ice caps

A Deer Looking Back
OB

A heated pursuit drives the deer

to the edge of a precipice

behind her the chilly air of footsteps

is rapidly closing in

down below, the sea roars like lions

the deer suddenly stops her front hoofs
turning her head slowly

and changes into a beautiful girl

the waves incited by the glitter of her eyes
toss the hunter up and down in the air

she has captured him completely

but a smile rises

from the heart of the now hunted hunter --
he will marry her

knowing she will fall forever into the trap
that is called home

# K 543
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Woman and Snake

TARE

The woman's skin, snow white
the snake's, dark brown

the woman's, soft

the snake's, softer still

The snake's soft body

wraps

the naked body of the woman

the woman's fingers

grasp

the nimble, strong tail of the shake
the woman abandons her hometown
the snake forgets its jungle

the snake's eyes

emotionless

while the woman's eyes

hold a trace of smile

To the snake

the woman is a tree

to the woman

the snake, a pretty dress
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CONTEMPORARY CHINESE POEMS

Lu Xun &353R

Men and Time A E3B§

One man says: The future is better than the present.
One man says: The present is far worse than the
past.

One man says: What?

Time says: You all insult my presence.

Whoever says past is better, go back.

Whoever says future is better, follow me.

And whoever says what,

I don't tell you what.

Shen Yinmo 3t 7 B¢

Moon Night BT

Frosty wind howling,

Moonlight shining bright,

I stand side by side with a tall tree,
But not leaning against it.

Bian Zhilin ¥ ;Z #k

T -3

2

You stand on the bridge taking in scenery,
The sightseer on the tower takes you in.

Fragment &

The bright moon adorns your window,
And you adorn the other's dream.

Feng Zhi 5 &

Snake §E

My loneliness is a long snake,
Silent without any words.
Once you dream of it,

Please, don't be afraid!

It's my faithful company

# K 543

translated by Angela Ball and Jianging Zheng

Deep in homesickness:
Missing the dense grassland--
The rich, black hair on your head.

Quietly as the moon shadow
It walks past you gently,
Carrying away your dream,
A red, red flower!

Guo Moruo BB&F 5

Sky Dog K%

1
I am a sky dog!
I swallow the moon,
I swallow the sun,
I swallow all stars,
I swallow the whole universe.
This is me!

2
I am moonlight,
I am sunlight,
I am all stars' light,
I am X-ray's light,
I am the total energy of the universe!

3
I dash,
I shout,
I burn.
I burn like a raging fire!
I shout like the angry ocean!
I dash like electricity!
I run,
I run,
I run,
I skin myself,
| eat my flesh,
I suck my blood,
I gnaw my heart and liver,
I run on my nerves,
I run on my spinal cord,
I run in my brains.

This is me!
This me wants to blow up!
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Wang Duqging F3&8%

| Come Out of the Cafe

FutCafep IR

I come out of the cafe,
Covered with

The drunk

Weariness,

Don't know

Which direction will be
My temporary shelter...
Ah, cold quiet streets,
Evening, drizzle!

I come out of the cafe,

Walk alone

In tipsy

Silence,

In my heart

Rising a kind of sorrow--

An exile will lose his native land...
Ah, cold quiet streets,

Evening, drizzle!

Feng Xuefeng /& B &

Solitude JM¥H

Oh, Solitude, you jealous, fiery woman!
You cover me

With your green woolen overcoat

Like a forest

Covers a leopard resting lonely.

But your lips are hot,
Your breasts scorch.

Once I touch you,
I'll envy the world with a burning heart.

Yu Mingchuan &5 $31&

A Woolen Hat As An

Umbrella I IRHE & B

With a woolen hat as an umbrella

The feel of head and heart gradually balanced.

Treading the muddy path,

Treading the lamplight in street puddles,
An Arabian rides a camel

Across the vast desert in the moonlight.

# K 543

Yang Mu #5345

A Desert River $&3q]

——to my life

I wish

I wish my songs

Would last thousands of autumns

Like the Yangtze dashing non-stop toward the sea
To catch its eternity!

But I'm an inland river.

A short-short one--

Desert born,

Desert disappearing.

--To the desert's

Thirst and dependence,

I devote my blood and life.

...I have only one

Extravagant dream:

Silently running my waves

Through the veins of the green downy leaves.

Qin Zihao B F &
The Distance 85

Even though there's a measureless distance
Between Earth and Moon,

Earth can see Moon's brightness

Because they have numerous appointments.

Mountains on the river sides gaze at each other all day.
Though sometimes sighing to the long river

They spill out understanding smiles to space,

Satisfied with the remote stare.

My dreams are most charming
But my reality most lonely
Because you cut the distance
To lose the eternal relation.

If | had five thousand magic fingers

I'd condense the world into a globe

And look for you as | look for Paris and London.
I can find you in a single turn.

Shu Xiangcheng 3% 3 5%
Revival #8385

Do you know?
At the haze line of sea and sky
The slowly rising glow
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Is the sad bloody radiance
Of those pearl divers centuries ago.

Do you know?
From a baby's eyes
Flashing joy

| see the spring beaten black and blue

Then buried ten thousand years ago.

Do you know?
Trees fell, trees fell and died.
We have coal, we have coal.

Xiao Xue EE

Love 8

Having picked tea the whole day,

I, leaning in Green Mountains' arms,
Fall asleep,

Fragrant sleep;

| dream of

Green Mountains in my arms...

Having fished the whole day,
I, lying on the lake beach,
Fall asleep,

A sweet sleep;

| dream of

Ear Lake in my heart...

Xiang Ming [S) 88

Eagle's Character

i {led

In the zoo

There are bred
Lions

Tigers

Bears

Elephants

But no

Single young eagle

If freedom is lost
There is no love!

Wang Erbei T B i%

# K 543

The Mirror §E%

The precious mirror breaks into pieces
Don't be sad, however many pieces they are
They are honest eyes

ATree §4

A tree was cut in half,
Left with a half life,
Bare, lone,

Half pain, half anger.

Oh, it's been long forgotten...
In spring, its bleeding heart
Again offers in difficulty

A bunch of fresh green.

Green twigs and green leaves
All smile at the sharp ax.

Liu Zuci &JjfH2E

Views on the Road to Ming
Tombs in Fengyang County

BISASREEIEFRR

He sits cross-legged by the tomb road
Dozing against the stone horse

White beard and eyebrows
Woodcut wrinkles

White and black goats scatter by the road
Gnawing the grass, rubbing against the new-
planted trees

In the distance visitors get off the van
And walk slowly down the wide road

He's awakened, the wind-dried face pulls
slightly
The toothless mouth voices a hollow sound

"Six hundred years..."
Then a long silence, he dozes again

Only the autumn wind responds:
Fallen leaves rolling over the ground

Che Qianzi B /i -F
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Primary Colors S [R 8

I, on the white
Blank paper,

Draw three lines
With three pencils
One for each line
Without a ruler

The lines are curved

A big person (much older) says:
Red, yellow, blue

Avre three primary colors

Three straight lines

Symbolize three roads

--1 don't understand
(What's he saying?)
Doing what I like

| draw three circles

I want to draw the roundest and the roundest

Gu Cheng B335

The Arc AR

The bird in the strong wind
Swiftly changes its direction

A child bends
To pick up a penny

The grapevine stretches
Its shoots in fantasy

The sea waves in retreat
Tower their ridges

Liu Zhangiu 238 Fl

Silence Is the Lotus in Deep

Sleep FRAZFALEOIETE

Silence is the lotus in deep sleep
Facing the summer sun,

A leaf in the deep mountains

Falling into the bottomlessness,

A school of fish swimming

Under the deep blue of the exciting sea,
A girl's gloomy face

Flashing behind a closed window,

# K 543

A yellowed photograph,

The loving eyes of stubborn stars,

A suddenly occurring rest

In the band's enthusiastic playing.

Ah, Silence, | love you more than ever.
You are the more powerful voice,

The voiceless life.

Liang Xiaobin 2 /J\ xi

A Snow-White Wall
SaniE

Mama,
I've seen a snow-white wall.

In the morning,

On my way to buy crayons,

| saw a worker

White-washing a very long wall
With great effort.

He turned to smile at me,

Asking me

To tell my little friends:

Please don't scrawl on the wall any more.

Mama,

I've seen the snow-white wall.
It was once very dirty,

With many rude words.
Mama, you once cried,
Because of those insults

Dad died

Forever.

The wall, whiter than the milk I drink,

Is spotless,

Constantly flashing in my dreams:

It still stands on the horizon,

Reflecting the charming lights at daytime.
I like the pure white wall.

I'll never scrawl on the wall,
NEVER,

The kind-as-mama fine sky,
Did you hear me?

Mama,
I've seen the snow-white wall.
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