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Not A Dirge

——in memory of Prof. Wu Kaijin

I was told

that you left this planet

to start in another world

an eternal life

But somehow in my heart

I can still hear your laughter

and see your smiling face

When I open the volumes of your work
I see you standing right there on a platform
speaking to an enthusiastic crowd of students

Even if you are gone
I feel there's not much point
in writing a mournful dirge

2K E: 180 49

because I remember these comforting
words from a professor

For one who has spent a fruitful life on
earth

there's no reason to pity when he leaves
thisworld

Do you think Beethoven and Shakespeare
would feel unhappy

at the end of their lives?

I see you are now joining their ranks
with a smile
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The Cowboy and the
Weaving Girl+

when crowded streets and skyscrapers
occupy all open fields

automobiles take the place of galloping
horses

where can one find a cowboy

and when cars are driven by autopilots
the driver will become obsolete

in his place

will be a weaving girl

with eyes staring at her cell phone
fabricating a virtual mirage

*A Chinese love story between the
Cowboy, a human, and the Weaving Girl,
a fairy. They fell in love with each other,
got married and had children, but were
later forced to separate and became two
stars across the Milky Way. They were
allowed to meet on the seventh day of the
seventh lunar month each year, when
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Lighthouse

Who, in the endless watery sheet,

That stretch of pitch dark, ignites
Twinkling lights as if from the Big Dipper
To comfort, in the surging waves,

The seafarersin search of destiny in the
distant sea?

Though tiny as a match in the murkiness,
Gently you keep me company through all
my journey

Of fear and loneliness in utter darkness:
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