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Worry by To Fu
The Country is torn to pieces, but
rivers and hills
And cities are like the wilderness in
spring.
The flowers shed tears for my sor-
row;
While birds remind me of hateful
partings.
For the months the fight has been
fighting on,
A letter would now be dearer than
Thousands of gold pieces:
Alas, I have been worried! My hair
Is white,
And much too short for flowers or
hairpins.
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The Butterfly’s Love
by Li Ching-Tsau
The night was long, though happiness
Was short:
Dreaming of Chang-an , I tried
To recognize all its songs and streets;
Should Spring come with good news,
And the moon and the flowers lead
Me to him.
Dinner is lovely, though the dishes
Are simple:
Wine is a beauty, and the plums are
Intoxicating.
Let everything happen as I wish!
Let the flowers not laugh, when I
drunkenly kiss them.
Pity us, who will soon be as old as
Spring.
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Poem by Su dung-po
I am an old man, and yet I wear a flower
in my hair!
I am not ashamed, because I have a thick-
skinned face!
But I see the flower is blushing on my
head ,

To find itself in such an unfitting place!
I am drunk, and need someone to lean

AR 1103

upon as I walk home;

It will give the pedestrians a pleasant sur-
prise.

At lease half of the window-curtains will

lifted up,

And pretty girls will peep at me with ad-

miring eyes!
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Spring in a Jade Pavillion
by Ou-yang Seu

When the swallows and wild ducks fly
over

The spring too passes,

As I think of my drifting life, thoughts
crowd my heart.

By how many hours is this life

Longer than the spring season?

How are they scattered? Like autumn
clouds: how soon they disappear.

Oh, I have heard the violins: I’ve loosed
the girdles of the sacred girls,

I pulled at their sleeves, even tearing
them, but I could not hold those maid-
ens...

Let us not be the only ones who awake,
It is better to lie drunk among the flowers
And leave the rest to Fate.
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