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Father,You Go on Living in
My Heart e

Twenty six years had passed

Since Death severed your breath,

I still can see at the funeral parlor,
Your unclosed eyes, bearing deep regrets,
Longed for a last gaze at your children,
Tenderly I got hold of your handg,

Your remains were all skin and bones,

I collapsed in grief,

My heart kept appealing:

Father, why were you compelled to go,

Leaving behind a world of reminiscence?

I remember,

The days your pockets were penniless,

You held my hand, often we walked along the streets in Saigon,
Hunting for job, for a day's bread,
Frustrated, tired, thirsty,

We could not afford

Even a glass of cane juice;

Then I got hired at a baker's

So excited at the thought

Of putting my first wages into your pocket,
But your sudden departure

Paralyzes my ever-extending hands,

Years rushed by, there were ...... 1 got haﬁdsome cash
In pockets, and good drinks in hand,

The taste of cane juice bitters my throat;

During your absence, father,

The family goes on staggering,

Wealth loses its charms

Happiness is imperfect.

Father, you go on living in my heart,
With your morals, your dreams, and

The images when we walked along the streeté;....
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Eternally I'll go on asking: Father,
Why can't I repay my debts to you?
Why can't I repay my debts to you?
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