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Feelings on the U.S.
2008 Election By Yan Li

I am jealous of souls

Who take birth in wealthy families
They don’t need to revise their luck

I am jealous

Of people born with attractive features
Their looks need no window dressing
I am jealous

Of companies where skin color
Promises preference for a job

I am jealous of a society

Where people can rely on the law

2K E: 109 41

To enjoy equality of breathing
I am jealous of pensions
That give a person adequate leisure
To re-read the classics of literature
I am jealous of a country
Enabled by nature’s resources
To live in abundance
I am jealous that its people
Can rely on hard work to amend
The institutional decrees of fate
And so I am jealous of heroes
Who know how to turn jealousy
Into a motivation to excel

Nov 6, 2008 Tr. by Denis Mair
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To Barack Obama

Having carried off the financial commandos
Who were sprawled all over Wall Street
America shuffles its cards again

And voters venture to turn up

An unprecedented royal card

But you, the figure on that card
Immediately take on your shoulders
The weight of capital’s shaky edifice
While a bandoleer of Iraqi grenades
Dangles around your waist

How many months

Of dismantling will it take before

You can advance under light armament?

The bricks and mortar of real estate

En route to an auction turn and gawk

To see if the government will pay up

For yesterday’s greed and today’s debt

And so above the halo of capitalism

Do we see a ring of socialist hands clapping?
Have you already been enlightened

To the clash of real and ideal?

After forty-five years it is not too late

To make dreams come true

Many papers are ready for tidying up

On the soon-to-be leveled Oval-Office desk
And the hybrid blood in your veins

Cannot help but pluralize

The views you express

There are also people who hope

You can see from the earth’s perspective
And even pilot a nation’s vision

And yet
Oh history-making royal card
Have you already been made to realize
That two kinds of life are endlessly tangled?
On the soil of any nation
The clashing views of rich and poor
Are entrenched like an institution
Nov. 5,2008 Tr. by Denis Mair
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Loneliness

/" Russell Leong

Like water dropping at midnight
into a basin that only the wolf
dares drink but sometimes a snake
seeks water or the cat even so

in the wasteland of the deserted
garden the man sees himself alone
sudden revelation of time
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Your Somewhat
Symbolic Mind

" Edward Foster

1.

Last night’s fiction

recited with silk and reddened
lips, to please,

about the man who

gardened, spent his life
cultivating things his children
might enjoy. Flowers
blossomed everywhere.

-27-

ok F F #

The kindness in the children,
as he wished,

was clear, transparent.

He watched their anger grow.

He owned himself out of fear.
But as a friend

his friends had found him ghostly,
clothed in colors only

victims understood.

His walls were thin.
Car doors would slam.

People hurried by.
Now no one looks.

His secrecy is fragile after all.
He never banked on that.

2.

He’d say,

I have to know you well
before I speak.

The air around his place
is dry.

And now

There’s nothing still
within the branches
in his garden

but the air.
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At That Night in

Late Autumn
/" Gao Xing

At that night in late autumn
The beach, the boat

Covered by the fog

The world became dim and monotonous
With its details lost

Only a few lights were left

With some drowsiness

Only breaths were relaxed
And water flowing in darkness
Reminding us of some atmosphere

The sea disappeared
Stars and the moon were drowned

K 109 3]

Only you seemed to walk farther
And father as if lost in sight

Your invisible foot-prints
Seemed to declare:
“What are left are but fragments,

Even time will sell itself out at last.”

The State of Mind

The study was empty
With the window curtains drawn

It became dark ahead of time
Lamp-light was not on

You lowered your head
Bothered by a few words

The snow of August
Had changed its route
In the halfway of sky

(Tr. Zhang Ziqing)
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Loneliness

// Zhang Ziging 7§ ¢

Loneliness crawls
Like a cat in its heat period

-28 -

Mewing in the woods,

A wolf howling

In the wasteland,

A snake wriggling
Around your body,

Or like water dropping

At midnight,

Or the moonlight flooding
Into the deserted garden.
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