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Mona Lisa

there must be some deep
secret

staring at her smile
a man tilts his head left and right
beside him a painted woman

wears a wide grin

Guanyin, Goddess of Mercy

even with her almighty power
she had to lower her head

and hold her breath

careful not to give

a spontaneous

stretch

* A few years ago in Penang, Malaysia, the Chinese
community's plan of erecting a 120-foot statue of
Guanyin, the Goddess of Mercy, was forced to scale
down to 80 feet so as to meet the ordinance of not
exceeding the height of the tallest mosque in the city.
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