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A Stroll on the Rousseau Bridge
o— 7 #

The weather is truly fine today, Rousseau!
I, too, am strolling here,

Seeing you still deep in solemn thought—
Thoughts so profound, so far-reaching—
That finally transform into the towering
jet of water

Surging high above Lake Geneva.

The weather is truly fine today, Rousseau!
Did you realize, after your *Confessions*,
That the lantern of love and morality you
held aloft—

A lantern for all of Europe—

Would illuminate the dark night of the
attacks and vituperation against you?

It was the ideals of human civilization
striking back.

The weather is truly fine today, Rousseau!
I came hoping to converse with you;
Regarding the many propositions you left
unexplored—

Some answers given by others seem ra-
ther extreme,

While some ideas have grown muddled in
practice.

Please, rouse my mind with a sharp, re-
sounding wake-up call.

*On the Rousseau Bridge by the shores of
Lake Geneva,

amidst a profusion of flowers, stands a
bronze statue

of the great thinker, educator, and literary
critic,

Jean-Jacques Rousseau.

May 26, 2002
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