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The Student Massacre
at Littleton, Colorado

April 20, 1999

There’s a hell out there.
2-out-of-their-mind kids

laughed on their suicidal massacre,
shooting with rapid-fire guns,
throwing pipe bombs toward there
who were making their run—

run for their life.

There’s a hell out there.

Almost a million people—
most are women, children

and olds, don’t know

which way to go—go

to save their life, just

because some crazy guys

think: “your beliefs are different
from mine.”

There’s a hell out there.
There are dead bodies sprawling
around, blood strains dotted
all over on the ground.
The snow falls.

The snow covers all.

Does the snow covers
all?!

Does the snow covers
all, at all?!

—Parker Po-Fei Huang
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Interpla
EEBA play
BB R AN Bl The living
EEWMA are shadows of the dead
H#—H - B They make noise
When the dead dream in the silent dark
REHALM when the dead wake
BB TR the living feel sudden terror
T EBRBEA day-long loneliness
g It is the dead
EE WA
W N who have left home
—R—RRE to meet their family on the way
L% WA The living, day by day, age
FEaERERE It is the dead who try to
. return to the world
HREIAH The living feel alone
EE W AIE when they meet each other
Pl 7E R e They shout “Who
Sl loves me?”
Te] 2 % 77 Rl 7Y
on oo It is the dead standing
R next to them
3% 1A The dead clench their teeth
B 4% i (P35 2 with contempt
T 8 A with revenge

Because the living
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are always giving the dead a bad name
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Zone

There’s water there, the garden opens
Singing, you wear your red skirt
Summer is a pattern of
flowers on your sash
Days pass
as you turn. Birds
fold their wings ten thousand ways
All this time I’m far from home
Along the road, wheat fields breathe from
their broad lungs, the land
sends out clear noises. All this
time, I’m trying to get across it
Soil circles earth
I’ve a thousand expressions
to display my yellow face
Wheat fields hum a song

in the East

There’s steel. Highways

cut through what used to be fields
Jazz bleats

in the shadow of high buildings
There, the homeless

find wheat fields in their dreams
At the blast of ten trumpets a hew
continent arises and the sea
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rolls the passion of sex. In the East

the voice of home

breaks up each day. | cover my face

sobbing among ruins

Still | try to track

the zone | dream of. On my way

seeing my youth, seeing

middle age mouthing me

like two sharp and

shiny rib bones

hampering my breath

here on western land

| find that any direction |

walk, every impulse whatever

points clearly, unambiguously
towards—China
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The Shame of Flesh

When 1 lose the will to win

| find the crowd turning away with
flabby hands, slabs of flesh which
moments ago, were wringing and
pounding each other. Honor

is like an animal quartered

Now a holiday, audience in
circulation. Silence as the artists exit
Behind the crowd, lonely

days, mob faced with pain

and fantasy. Enthusiasm
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outlasts contempt. After |
lose the will to win

it all comes back

In peace, I’ve finally
peace

Don’t trust the singing voice
Too many echoes gather

mixed with the crowd’s murmurs
the smell of flesh and fancy
designer clothes. Can the singer
hear pure singing in his body
filled with the desire to sing

in tune only with his inner life
The pure sound calls

from within, touching perhaps
only the soul and not

those surrounding fabrics

not the flesh trembling

in its shame

| see peace in

peace, feeling it come

from the heart’s deep

glory. Can you turn away from
the imagined honor

Before the audience

walk away. Before

the agony of shame

Before all desires of the

flesh burst
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Reconciled

| feel close to the source

I am rocked in the long ark of
poetry. In another reality my hand
writes lines with the odor of plants
My body, in its difficult

times, enjoys them—~keeping life
aware and

closer to the source. Pleasure without
self-consciousness. Life is a trembling
liquid, sending out strains of
unprompted praise

The ark of poetry

glides away and along

on this clear rippling

water

People love and feel loved, feel
happiness calm and pure

Love in difficulty is my

poem. One stanza is complete. In another
reality, a new stanza is being

born, but isn’t yet there

I grope for lost arrivals

Life, through me, falls

weeping. Can’t you feel the difficulty

of connecting the first line

with a whole life? The hardship of

this life makes life, in another

reality, glide

Much love turns us, vertiginous, takes
away suffering. The ark of poetry, at last
watertight, rises in the latest

days of this life. Water

in the clear calm of poetry

In my love’s fullness |

bless those who still

have many lives to live

English translated by:
Wang Ping & Keith Waldrop
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I hear it, the howl of hunger

day and night frantic in my face

my own hands clawing in my throat

nails scarring the days as | throw
them up

The greatest wound

grows between my teeth

I hear that source of sound

I hear in my face the long dead

Sing triumph and then sing it again

I thrust my hands into my throat
forcing a still channel screaming out
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