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Desert Rose

It is cheap,

50 cents in an African Market,
sand and tiny stones congregate,
with a romantic name dried in the
desert

where flowers are rare

life there

has no trace of spring;

I bring it back

and water it with my heart,
pray and hope.

only to find ——

sand is sand,

it hones streams of tears.
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Root Carving

This tree falls

in echoes of the saw.

Roots are pulled up roughly.
Dedicated hands

chisel them until

historical strength appears.

Those dying, once resilient limbs
survived many flashes of lightning.
Our sympathetic eyes frame them
as a symbol of beauty and life.

Turn around,

we cuddle ourselves —

In layers of cold soil,
transplant our roots to another,

the hardship beyond anyone's touch.
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Lotus fragrance

Lotus scents
under the April warm sun

It must be from one lotus pond
pure white petals sway ...

the wind does not catch moist

it sprinkles leaves of an camphor tree
under the foot

lotus scents spread

they are not from the girls coming
opposite
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Maturity

To a tree, maturity
is not standing
on a tall and straight mountain

nor resting on a quiet garden yard.

Bending its bole,
it greets bitter winds

Unable to extend its arms
to climb the mountain,
Still it yields fruits

that could fly afar

with outspread wings

A shower of rain

is tears from the female tree

a head full of frost

is comfort from senior's withered

leaves
Deep in an alleyway,

maturity bends forward
and faces sunlight...
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